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Durrington Infant & Junior School 

Religious Education Policy 

Statement of disability awareness:  We believe that educational inclusion is about equal 
opportunities for all learners, whatever their age, gender, ethnicity, impairment, medical 
condition, attainment and background. The school will ensure that all children have access 
to a balanced and broadly based curriculum, which is flexible enough to ensure that every 
child’s needs are met, so that they can be fully included in all aspects of school life. 

We will strive to eliminate prejudice and discrimination, and to develop an environment 
where all members of the school community can flourish and feel safe. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

Values 
 

Together we... 
 

Love learning 
Have fun 

Care and respect 
Never give up 

Succeed 
 
 

Vision 
 

Working together to succeed. 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
 

At Durrington Infant and Junior School, we promise to create a happy, secure and 
stimulating learning environment in which all members of the school are encouraged and 
supported to succeed. 
 
We will develop a love of learning in children and adults which is inspired by a creative 
curriculum and quality teaching. 
 
We will work together to challenge, inspire and motivate all children to become 
independent, confident and caring citizens. 

 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 

 

Introduction 

 
At Durrington Infant & Junior School, we believe that Religious Education (RE) has an 
important part to play not only in promoting the spiritual, moral, social, cultural and 
intellectual development of our pupils, but also in helping them gain a greater understanding 
of themselves and a more sympathetic awareness of the needs of others. The teaching of RE 
helps children to learn about and understand the world and their place in it. It helps to 
promote tolerance and respect for others and helps children to develop a better cultural 
awareness. Through RE, children have the opportunity to develop many key skills such as 
thinking, researching, evaluating, reflecting and empathising. RE has many cross- curricular 
links with a range of other curriculum areas: notably E4S (Education for Safeguarding), 
Literacy, Drama, Music, History and Art. 

 

Curriculum Intent 

Our teaching of RE engages pupils in enquiring into, and exploring, questions arising from 
the study of religion and belief, so as to promote their personal, spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development. The key concepts of engagement, investigation, evaluation and 
expression structure each of our enguiry-based units of study and enable our learners to 
apply the insights of the principal religious traditions to their own search for identity and 
significance. Through the teaching of British Values within each of our units, our 
pupils become aware of their own beliefs and values, develop respect and tolerance for the 
beliefs and values of others and to have a positive attitude to the search for meaning and 
purpose in life. 
The enquiry and discussion-based nature of our programme of study allows all children to 
succeed by supporting them to asks questions and form their own opinions. 
 

Equal Opportunities 
 

RE is a statutory subject of the school curriculum of maintained schools, and every school-
aged child is entitled to be taught RE regardless of their age, culture, gender, background or 
special need or disability. At Durrington Infant & Junior School, the teaching of RE is 
approached sympathetically to all religious beliefs, thus developing a balanced view of the 
multi-cultural society in which we live, without compromising the faith, non-faith or cultural 
background of any pupil.  

Parents have a legal right to withdraw their children from religious education lessons, but as 
RE is central to the life and identity of Durrington Infant & Junior School, we would ask 
parents to discuss with the Headteacher any reasons they might have for doing this. 

 
Curriculum Implementation 

Across the key stages, the school’s curriculum will follow the agreed West Sussex syllabus 
(2020-2025)which places specific emphasis on: 

A. Pupils valuing themselves and others; 



  
 

B. The role of family and the community in religious belief and activity; 
C. The celebration of diversity in society through understanding similarities and 

differences; 
D. Sustainable development of the Earth and care for creation 

 
Each key stage will follow the West Sussex syllabus through the teaching of the enquiry-based 
programme of study from Discovery RE.  
 
The study of Christianity is the major spotlight for each key stage. Key Stage 1 pupils will 
also explore Judaism and Islam, whilst Key Stage 2 pupils will explore Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Sikhism, Islam and Humanism. 

The decision to explore Islam in both Key Stage 1 and 2 reflects the religious beliefs of our 
current cohort. 

The Discovery RE programme of study also supports the teaching of British Values 
throughout the Key Stages. 

 

Impact Statement: 

Specifically, children will: 

Develop an interest in and enthusiasm for the study of religion and encourage children to 
begin to develop, express and reflect on their own personal beliefs and values in a 
thoughtful, reasoned and considerate way (whether they are religious or non-religious); 

Develop a sense of awe, wonder and mystery about the world around them while 
encouraging empathy, generosity and compassion; 

Acquire and develop knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the beliefs and practices 
of Christianity and some of the other principal religions represented in Britain, notably 
Judaism, Islam, Buddhism and Hinduism;  

Develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a religious tradition and 
appreciate how religious belief may impact on culture, traditions, values and lifestyle and to 
appreciate the cultural differences in Britain today; 

Develop attitudes of respect, sensitivity, open-mindedness and self-esteem while respecting 
the right to hold beliefs that may be different to their own; 

Acknowledge that not everyone is religious and that there are philosophies and views of the 
world that are formed without reference to religious beliefs. 

 
 

Teaching 
 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), in line with the DfE’s 2021 EYFS Profile, we 
teach RE through the EYFS topic-based curriculum, especially through the ‘Personal, Social & 
Emotional Development’ (PSED), Communication and Language(CL) and ‘Understanding the 
World’ (People and Communities) (UW) areas of learning. Linking RE to these areas of 
learning provides children the opportunity to explore the world of religion through topics 



  
 

such as festivals (including Christmas, Easter and Diwali), religious stories and special 
people.These opportunities are provided through planned, purposeful play and through a 
mix of adult-led and child-initiated activity. 

In Key Stage 1, RE is taught through carefully chosen units from the Discovery RE 
programme through which children will:  

• explore a range of religious stories and sacred writings and talk about their meanings; 
• name and explore a range of celebrations, worship and rituals in different religions, 
comparing these and noting similarities where appropriate;  
• identify the importance, for some people, of belonging to a religion and recognise the 
difference this makes to their lives;  
• explore how religious beliefs and ideas can be expressed through the arts and communicate 
their responses;  
• identify and suggest meanings for religious symbols and artefacts and begin to use a range 
of religious words;  
• reflect on and consider religious and spiritual feelings, experiences and concepts such as 
worship, wonder, praise, thanks, concern, joy and sadness;  
• ask and respond imaginatively to puzzling questions, communicating their ideas;  
• identify what matters to them and others, including those with religious commitments, and 
communicate their responses;  
• reflect on how spiritual and moral values relate to their own behaviour;  
• recognise that religious teachings and ideas make a difference to individuals, families and 
the local community. 

 

In Key Stage 2, RE is taught through carefully chosen units from the Discovery RE 
programme through which children will:  

• explore a range of religious stories and sacred writings and talk about their 
meanings; 

• explore religion through questions. For example, ‘how can Brahman be everywhere 
and in everything?’  

• ask and respond imaginatively to puzzling questions, communicating their ideas;  
recognise that religious teachings and ideas make a difference to individuals, families 
and the local community; 

• be encouraged to develop their sense of identity and belonging and will flourish 
individually within their communities and as citizens in a multi-faith and multi-
cultural society and global community; 

• develop the ability to make reasoned, informed and creative responses to religious 
and moral issues; 

• recognise the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on the individual, on culture 
and on communities throughout the world. 

The teaching of RE will be supported by extended opportunities including: 
     -   Visits to places of worship 

- Visitors (including from New Life Church) 
- Celebrating holidays and festivals 
- Themed days 



  
 

 

Monitoring and evaluation  

The subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standard of the children’s work and the 

quality of teaching. The subject leader is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the 

teaching of Religious Education, for being informed about current developments in the 

subject, and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The 

Governors will ensure this policy is reviewed.  

 


